428             THE PUBLIC EXPULSION OF EVILS        CHAP.
village a small bamboo fence is erected with a bamboo archway
which spans the road.    The baskets of food are placed outside
this fence.   The people then all go inside their houses and shut
the doors.    Meanwhile some of the young men have been
sent out to shoot a gibbon (Hylobates HoolucK).    As soon as
they have bagged one they bring it to the village, and on the
way they collect a quantity of pebbles.    When they reach the
village they sacrifice a fowl on the pebbles, and sprinkle the
pebbles with its blood.    Then one man carries in the gibbon
and another man picks up the pebbles, and they enter the
village, shouting out to the spirit of the disease, ' Go away,
stranger.1    The gibbon is carried right through the village,
and the man with the pebbles throws a few of them against
each house, in order to chase out the spirit of the disease.
When they reach the farther end of the village, where the
fence and arch have been erected over the road, the gibbon
is hung up over the arch.    The fowl that was sacrificed is
placed beside the baskets of food, and the villagers all go and
spit and blow their noses into the baskets.    The village is
pana (taboo) for the day of sacrifice, and no strangers may
come in."    We are told that the hanging up of the carcase of
the gibbon at the entrance of the village is to frighten away
the spirit of the disease, and that the spitting into the basket
has the same object.1
The public expulsion of evils, from being occasional, tends
to become periodic, and especially annual, the people thus
hoping to make a fresh start in life, free from all the troubles
which had beset them in the previous year. An annual expul-
sion of demons is carried out by the Oraons and Mundas of
the Chota Nagpur plateau in India. Once in the year, in
obedience to information sent from one village to another
throughout the plateau, each village fixes its date for this
ceremony of driving away the evil spirits that cause cattle-
disease. At about midnight of the date so appointed, all the
young bachelors of the village assemble at the village akhra
or dancing-ground. Bachelors, who are supposed not to
have any carnal knowledge, are, it may be noted, supposed
to possess greater soul-power than married men. And that
is why they are thus able to put disease-spirits to flight. At
1 N. E. Pariy, The LakJiers, pp. 455 sg.